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Arkive sets sail on the web  
 
Ashley Davies 
Tuesday May 20, 2003  
 
The Wildscreen Trust has set up what it says is the world's 
only centralised and publicly available online collection of 
pictures and videos of endangered species. 

The Bristol-based wildlife organisation has so far spent £3m 
collating 5,000 images and accompanying videos and 
information on 3,000 web pages for the site, called Arkive.  

Its aim is to provide information for people doing academic 
research, school work, or simply trying to find out more about 
extinct or threatened species. In some instances, the pictures 
on the site are the only visual record of some rare or extinct 
animals.  

With films and photographs scattered around the world or 
housed in dark libraries, access to them would otherwise be 
restricted or impossible, say the organisers. The Arkive team 
wanted to preserve their value for now and the future.  

Sir David Attenborough, who is supporting the project, said in 
a statement: "Over the past few decades a vast treasury of 
wildlife images has been steadily accumulating, yet no one has 
known its full extent - or its gaps - and no one has had a 
comprehensive way of getting access to it. This will become an 
invaluable tool for all concerned with the wellbeing of the 
natural world."  

When the team's researchers were putting together images of 
the extinct dodo, it occurred to them that because nobody 
knew what the bird sounded like, the calls of existing, 
endangered species should also be recorded for the website.  

According to the IUCN - the world conservation union - 11,000 
species are threatened with extinction.  

The website includes the world's only surviving film of the 
thylacine, an extinct, carnivorous Tasmanian marsupial. The 
last known shots of the South American golden toad, believed 
to be extinct, are also included.  

There are also unusual images of moments such as brown 
hares boxing and an otter suckling her cubs. There is a 
separate section for British animals.  

Photograph and film donations have been made by a number 
of broadcasters and wildlife camera operators, photographers, 
scientists and wildlife enthusiasts.  

The website - named after Noah's ark - will feature a "most 
wanted" list of images its creators need. Planet Arkive is a 
zone for children, and Arkive Education is a resource for 
educators.  

Hewlett Packard has donated £1.3m of hardware, software 
and technical services to the project, the Heritage Lottery Fund 
put in £1.6m and the New Opportunities Fund contributed 
£500,000.  
 
Useful links 
Arkive 
Planet Arkive 
Arkive Education 
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